
A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



Phonics



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/res
ources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

(Glossary in pack)



Phonological awareness

• Phonological awareness is the foundation for learning 
to read.

• It’s the ability to recognise and work with sounds in 
spoken language.

• Phonemic awareness — being able to tune in to the 
individual sounds in a word — is part of phonological 
awareness.

• Research tells us that nursery rhymes can support 
children to develop their language, their awareness of 
sounds within words and even their later reading 
(Bryant et al. 1989).

Before teaching letter sounds…



We teach Phase 2 graphemes in this order…

Letter formation phrases link the mnemonic and the letter. 



Let’s say the Phase 2 sounds

Videos are in the parent area of 
the Little Wandle website. 

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


Mnemonics and rhymes act as memory aids…



• First, we segment words orally 
for the children to blend. 

• Teacher-led blending (using sound 
cards or written words) is taught 
throughout Phase 2.

• Our aim to is to teach every child 
to blend by Christmas.

• We run keep up interventions for 
those finding blending tricky. 

We teach blending so your child learns to read



Sound buttons



Sound button quiz time! 



church church

sat sat

fish fish

tear tear



• Tricky words cannot be decoded 
easily. 

• Children need to learn to read 
the whole word without 
segmenting/blending. 

• Children are able to tell you 
which part of the word is tricky

• Recognising tricky words aids 
fluency when reading sentences. 

Reading tricky words (see guidance in pack)



Spelling



Spelling/writing

• Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the graphemes 
they have been taught - ‘segmenting fingers’

• They will practise the correct formation of letters. Handwriting is a huge 
focus at Barrs Court. 



Reading books



How do we find the right book for your child?

Your child will have a book matched to their phonic ability to allow for success.



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled every week

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups

• the children will bring home the 
book they have read with their 
teacher in school. 

Group reading



Reading at home



Books coming home

Please record the reading of your child’s Little Wandle book in their yellow reading 
record. We ask for children to read their book/sound bag contents x 5 per week. 



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Enjoy book talk…

o Introduce new and exciting language.

oEncourage your child to use new vocabulary.

oMake up sentences together.

oFind different words to use.

oDescribe things you see.

(We don’t expect you to read this 5 times, just 
enjoy it!)

Sharing book



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• They might sound out words and 
blend them before they read them 
fluently.

• Look out for digraphs, trigraphs and 
tricky words. 

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their Little Wandle
book



But first, wordless books…



Wordless books are excellent for teaching reading 
behaviours and early reading skills to children 
who are not blending – yet!

• Talk about the pictures.

• Point to the images in the circles and find them 
on the page.

• Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

• Play ‘I spy’ (initial sound) with the illustrations.

• Practise oral blending, eg Point to the f-i-sh. 

Your child may bring home a wordless Little 
Wandle book…



Sound pack coming home today!  




Please leave reading books and sound 
bags in your child’s book bag so we can 
access them on any day of the week! 

• All books will be taken in on a Thursday

• New books will come home on a Friday 

• Sound cards will be added to sound bags as new sounds 
are taught

• Please listen to your child read 5x each week. This can be 
hearing their Little Wandle book and/or sound pack 
practise. 





Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability 
to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to by 
age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is 
read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


