Phonics terminology: A glossary of phonics vocabulary
[bookmark: _GoBack]Blending
Blending involves merging the sounds in a word together in order to pronounce it. This is important for reading. For example, j-a-m blended together reads the word jam.
Adjacent consonants
Two or three consonants next to each other that represent different sounds. For example, bl in black. Notice here that bl makes the two different sounds b and l, whereas ck makes the single sound ck.
Consonants
Consonants are the letters of the alphabet (apart from the vowels a, e, i, o and u).
CVC words
An abbreviation for consonant-vowel-consonant. This is a simple way of indicating the order of the graphemes in words. For example, it (VC), cat (CVC), bench (CVCC).
Digraph
A grapheme made up of two letters that makes one sound (sh in fish).
Trigraph
A grapheme made up of three letters that makes one sound (igh in night).
Graphemes
A grapheme is simply a way of writing down a phoneme. A grapheme can be one letter (s), two letters (ir), three letters (igh) or four letters in length (tough).
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